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DEDICATION

A trip around the world is an opportunity that brilliantly out-
shines most of the opportunities that come our way. Although we
may have made little conscious attempt to become more familiar
with complex international relationships, our outlook has been
immeasureably broadened from a scope that once included only
home and state to one that thinks in familiar terms of such strange
places as Japan, Hong Kong, Malaya, and Ceylon,

The next few years will lead each one of us in many different
directions, but our experiences during this cruise will have a
profound effect on our lives. We will be better thinkers, better
citizens if we have made the most of this opportunity to enlarge
ourselves,

Let us then dedicate this book to the task of reminding us of
this memorable cruise, of all the pleasures, trials and tribulat-
ions, hardships and unforgettable moments that were so much a
part of it.



COMMANDING OFFICER

Commander M, E. Vallario, USN, is a native of Pennsylvania
having been born in Scranton on September 5, 1917.

After attending local schools, he entered the University of
Scranton. He continued his education as a cadet in USS Annapolis,
a training ship operated by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
Upon graduation, he sailed in various merchant ships until his
entry into the Naval Service in May 1941 as Navigator in USS
Tippecanoe, a Fleet oiler,

Commander Vallario continued serving in various auxilaries
during the early part of World War II. He assumed his first com-
mand as captain of USS Raccoon in 1944,

Following the war, he served at the Bureau of Naval Person-
nel, the General Line School at Monterey, Calif,, and on the staff
of Commander Naval Forces, Far East. Commander Vallario
took command of USS John W. Weeks on 30 October 1953.

Commander Vallario married the former Alice Flynn of
Scranton in 1940, His wife and three children are now living in
Philadelphia,






























































































































































































































































