


YILLEFRANCHE &




Nick (GusrrRERA
Z6 58

Us5 AULT DD&98 AMD USS WALDROM US55 HATHSWORTH DDTO0 AHD uss
DDERy WEEKS DDTO f‘? ‘...é

LEAWE MNORFOLE MAY 1 LEAVE MORFOLE MAY 1
RHODES, GREECE MAY 14:18 RHODDES, GREECE May 1417
ISTAMBUL, TURKEY MAY 24 - JUME 4 1STANEBUL, TURKEY AT 24 - JUME 4
SUDA BAY, CRETE JUME 8-2 SLUDA BAY, CRETE JUME 8-%
1ZMIR, TURKEY JUME 11 KIEL, GERMAMY [WEEXS) JUME 1B8-25
KIEL, CERMAMY (ALLT) JUME 16-24 CAMMES, FRAMCE JUNE 18-25
CAMMES, FRAMCE (WALDROM) JUNE 18-24 (HAYMSWORTHI
MAPLES, ITALY LY 1.7 GIBRALTER (WEEKS) HAME 30
PORT 5AID, EGYPT JuLy 19 MAPLES, ITALY JuLy 37
SUEZ CAMAL, EGYPT JULY 11 PORT SAID, EGYPT JULY 1Q
SUEZ, EGYPT JuLy 11 SUEZ CAMAL JULY 11
MASSAWA, ETHERIA JULY 15-19 SUEZ, EGYPT JuLY 11
RAS TAMURA, SAUDIA ARABIA JULY 26.2% ADEN, ADEN PROTECT JULY
ADEM, ADEM PROTECT AlG, 5.7 BAHREIN 5 JULY
BAHREIN AUG. 13.1% BARSSAWA, ETHERIA ALG,
ADEN, ADEN PROTECT AUG. 25-26 PORT SUDAN, SUDAN AUG,
SUEZ, EGYPT AL, 29 SUEZ. EGYPT ALG.
SUEZ CAMAL AUG. 30 SUEZ CAMAL AL,
PORT SAID, EGYPT ALG, 30-31 PORT SAID, EGYPT ALG.
GIBRALTER SEPT. 5.8 PALMA, MAJORCA (BALEARIC AUG,
COMTA DELGADD, AZORES SEPT. 7 15LAMDE]
PORT ROYAL, BERMUDA SERT, 14 GIERALTER
MORFOLE, WA, SEPT. 17 HORFOLE, VA




THIS BOOK IS DEDICATED

TO THE

WIVES AND MOTHERS
OF THE

OFFICERS AND MEN
OF

DESTROYER DIVISION 222

DonaLp D. BEATTY
Editor




Capt. Pratt

RICHARD ROCKWELL PRATT, USH

LS. Naval Academy 1936

1,55, CHESTER {Cruiser)

U525 AUGUSTA (Croiser)

.55 LANSDOWNE (Destrover)

11.5.5. HUDSON (Destrover)

US55 NEW JERSEY (Bauleshipd (Executive Officer)
Commodere Destroyer Division 222

MAVAL BATTLES

Solomans

Bougainville

Bizmarks

Marianas

Firet Philippine Sea

Palow

Two Jima

Okinawa

RIBBONS

Silver Star, Legion of Merit, (2 bronze stars), 2 Navy crosses,
commendation Atlantic and Pacific, theatre, and China Service
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Capt. Hines

Captain Kenneth Washburn Hines of San Diego, California,
was born in MNewport, R. L. and attended the University of
California where he was o member of the NROTC and from
which he was graduated and commissioned an Ensign, USNR
in 1934. Prior to active duty in the Navy, Captain Hines
was an estimating engineer for the Hawaiian Electric Company
in Henelulu, T. H. .

During World War I, Caplain Hines served on board the
1155 MINNEAPOLIS (CA-36) and the US55, 3T. PAUL
(CAT3).,  He participated in the Battle of Coral Sea, the
Hatile of Midway, the Guadaleanal-Tulagi Landings, the Battle
of Eastern Solomons, the Gilbert and Marshall Island Opera-
tions, the Marianas Operation, the capture of Palau Telands
end many ether Pacific Operations, Captain Hines wears the
Asiatic Pacifie Campaign Medal with 14 battle stars, the Com-
mendation Ribbon, the China Service Medal and five other
ribvhons.

Following World War 1T Captain Hines attended the Gener-
al Line School at Newport, R, L, in 194647, In 1947 he was
given command of the U35 H. A. BASS (APD-124} and
served on board for one year. In 1948 Caplain Hines was ap-
pointed Executive Officer of the US55, NEW KENT (AFA-
2171, Following his tour of zea duty he was Executive (M-
ficer ot the U, 5, Naval Ammunition Depet at Crane, Indiena
im 100.1950, In 1950 he was Inspector Instructor Naval
Reserve, Grand Rapids, Michigan and in January 1951 he was
given command of the 1.5.5, BORDELON (DDR-881). Dur-
ing the period from November 1952 1o May 1934 Captain
Hines served in the Office of the Chief of MNaval Operations,
Washington, I C. Captain Hines relieved Captain H. R.
Pratt as Commander Destroyer Division 222 on 3 July 1956

Captain Hines was married on March 7, 1996 to the former
Clara Lucille Shacffer of Lancaster, Ohio. They have one child
Patricia Ann. who iz nine vears old.



COMMODORE'S MESSACE

For centuries American ships manned by Navy
men have visited the shores of the countries of the
world, No greater eredit was ever reflected on this
great nation of ours than that earned by the officers
and men of DESTROYER DIVISION TWO TWENTY

u TWO during the cruise of 1956.

We can all look back with pride to an outstanding
job well done. From Kiel to Rastanura, from Istan-
bul to Massawa, the impressions made, the friend-
ships created and the sense of confidence and se-
curity in troubled times imparted by the men of the
AULT, WALDRON, HAYNSWORTH and ]J. W,
WEEKS will long be remembered.

STAFF
DES DIV 222

Lijg R. T. MeCaffrey

. F. Geruagini, YNC P. L. Price, RMC F. W. Reynolds, QMC




(DR, Harold Woodall BIESEMEIER., U.S. Navy,
sraduated from the U.S. Naval Academy in June,
19441,

In July, 1940 he reported for duty ahoard the
.5.5. PORTLAND (CA-33). His next duty found
him aboard the US.5, TOPEKA (CL-67). From
the TOPEKA he went to the U35, SAN FRAN-
CISCO (CA-28).

Among his decorations are Navy Unit Citation,
Asiatic Pacific Theatre Medal with fifteen battle
stars. American Defense Medal, American Theatre
Medal, World War 11 Victory Medal, Navy Qecu- <
pation Medal with Asia clasp, China Service Medal
and the National Defense Medal.

After the war, he attended George Washington
University in Washington, D.C. and graduated with
a Bachelor of Laws Degree in May, 1949. From
law school he went to the US.S. HARRY F.
BAUER (DM-26). His next tour of duty was Flag
Secretary for COMINLANT, then he was assigned
to the Office of the Judge Advocate General in
Washington, D.C. In December, 1955 he relieved
CDR. R. W. McINTOSH, USN, as Commanding
Officer of the U.S.S, AULT (DD-698).

USS. AULT DD-698

.85 AULT (DD-698) is a Sumner Class De-
stroyer, Commissioned in May 1944 The 2200
ton ship has an action-filled war time history which
earned for her five battle stars in the Pacific dur-
ing World War 11

AULT was one of the ships present in Tokyo Bay
when the surrender document was signed on 2
September 1945,

AULT made her first Mediterranean cruise in
1951,

The ship returned to familiar places when she
started a seven months’ World cruise in November.
1953. Operations off Japan and Korea were in or-

der until April, at which time she started for home
by way of Hong Kong, Singapore, Ceylon, Port
Said. Greece, Italy. Southern France, Spain and
Gibraltar, arriving in Norfolk on 6 June 1934,

During the most recent Mediterranean cruise, the
AULT sailed far and wide. Leaving Norfolk on
1 May 1956, she journeved to the island of Rhodes,
and then to Istanbul, Turkey. AULT was then se-
lected to represent the 1.8, at “Kiel Week™ in Kiel,
Germany. Returning to the Mediterranean, she
stopped briefly in Naples and then began her six
weeks” sojourn in the Red Sea and Persian Gulf
area,




Craduated from the U. 5 Naval Academy in 1932 and or-
dered for dury on US55 YORKTOWN, an Aircraft Carrier,
After @ vear and a half on board, he volunteered for sub-
marine duty. From 1341 to 1946 he cerved on sobmarines
progressing from junior officer to commanding officer. Dur.
ing the war vears he made a total of nine war patrols in
submarines amd received two Silver Stars, o DBronze etar and
two Letters of Commendation for his performance of duty.

After the war Commander Benitez wag selected for o Post
Craduate course in Laws at Ceorgetown University, Wash-
ington, D, C.

In 1950, Commander Benitez reported to Washington as
Head of the Foreign Training Branch in the Office of the
Chief of Naval Operations, In 1952 he was orderad as Chief
of the U, 5 Naval Migsion to Cuba.,  After two vears in
Havana, Commander Benitez reported for duty as Operstions
Officer in US55, I0WA. In August 193¢ he was detached
from I0WA  and  subsequently  ordered 10 command

WALDRON,

USS. WALDRON DD-699

The launching of the U.SS5 WALDRON took place in
Kearney, New Jersey, on 26 March 1044,

WALDRON did not have lomg to wait fer action. The
vear 1945 was to he a husy one for the ship. During Jan-
pary, VADM Mitcher's famed Task Force 38 carried out the
first strikes againzt the lsland of Formosa. WALDRON was
a unit of that Task Force.

A major event during February was the ramming and sink.
ing of & Japanese picket boat while strikes against Tokye Bay
were being held.

Angnst 1945, the month that the {free world hed long prayed
and hoped for, waw WALDRON proudly steaming alongeide
the U755 MISSOURIL. Tiz mission: 1o be present during the
acceptance of the Unconditional Sorrender of the Japanese,

The wear 196 was spent operating with destroyer forces.
Training was the primary mizsion.

New Orleans was to he the home port for the ship in
1927, During that vear much time was spent in iraining
Reserves.

The summer of 1952 {fouml WALDRON proceeding to Eu-
rope, but this time with Midshipmen on board for their regu-
lar summer croize. WALDRON completed thiz enjovahbls
period in Scptember, and after brief repairs to her engines
apent the remainder of the vear in anti-submarine warfare ae-
twvities off the Atlantic coest.

In 1933, WALDRON once azain entered the Navy vand in
Charleston, S5.C, for extensive overhaul, thence, in June, to

Guantunagmo Bay for refresher training and back to Norfolk to
prepare for extended duty in the Far East.

On the 16th of November WALDRON departed for Japan.

During her stay n Japan, WALDRON operated with Pacific
Oeesn Anti-submarine Forces and as part of the United Na-
tione Security Forees,

Farlv in April CDR, Fay E. Wilsie, USN, relieved CDR.
Cunningham as Commanding Officer, and immediately there
after commenced her vovage home to Norfolk.

In July 1955 she entered the MNorfolk Maval Shipvard for
her regular overhaul.

Cin completion of her overhaul, WALDRON again proceeded
to Guantunamo Bay, Cuba, for refresher troining, It was dur-
ing thiz period that WALDRON set a recond score of 90.1%
for the shore bombardment exercizes all ships regularly con-
duct ar Culehra Island, just off the east coast of Puerto Rico.

Prior 1o retwrning to the United States, WALDRON again
had a change of Command Ceremony. This oceurred at San
Juan, Puerto Ricd, where CDR, Wilsie was relieved by CDR.
Rafael C. Deniter, TSN,

April again found WALDRON preparing for distant duty
andd om 1 Mav the ship got underway for & tour of duty
with the United States Sixth Fleet in the Mediterranean.  After
four amd a bhalf month of operating WALDRON returned dur-
ing the middle of September to her herth ot Norfolk.

The ship is once more operating as & unit of the Atlantic
Fleet — ready as ever 1o fulfill her mission.




CDR. Leonard ERB hegan his naval career in 1938 when he
entered the United States Naval Academy. Upon praduation
in December of 1941 he served in the .55, DECATUR (DD.
#1110 until February, 19943,

After completion of Submarine School in June of 1943 he
was assigned 1o the USS5. RAY (35271). For his services
aboard the RAY he was twice awarded the Silver Star and
Bronze Star Medel: and received a Letter of Commendation.
From January umtil June of 16 he served as Commanding
Officer of the RAY.

During the peried from June 1946 1o June 1949, CDR.
ERD was engaged in advanced studies in the field of Ordnance
Engineering. Upon completion of this schooling he received
his Masters of Science Degree from Massachusetts Institute
of Technology.

In June of 1949 he returned to sea duly az Executive Of-
ficer of the T.5.5. SIRAGO (55485), On 8 June 1950, CDR.
ERT assumed command of the US55 REQUIN (55-481).

In the summer of 1952 he waz ordered to the Burean of
Ordnance.  During his two and one half vear tour in the
Burean of Ordnance he was engaged in dirccting research
and development programs in the field of atomic weapons.

It was from duty in the Bureaw of Ordnance that Com-
mander ERB was assigned 1o the Destroyer Foree of the At-
luntie Fleet and came to the US55 HAYNSWORTH (DD-
01 as Commanding Officer to relieve CDR., W, D, BAKER
in January of 1935,

Commander L. ERB, USN, 123763 Commanding Oficer of
the US55 HAYNSWOHRTH (DD-T00). United States Na-
vel Academy class December 1941,

U.S.S. HAYNSWORTH DD-700

The US55 HAYNSWORTH (DD700) is a 2200 ton de-
slroyer, commissioned 22 June 1944, As with other destroyers,
our main jobs are tracking and destroving =ubmerines, es-
corting  eonvoys, conducting  smoke bombardment, and de-
slroying enemy ships and aircrafe,

On 30 December 1944 the HAYNSWORTH joined the
Third Fleet as part of Task Gronp 382,

On 6 September 1949 The HAYNSWORTH departed Nor-
folk, Va., for a “MED} Cruise.” Upon her return on 17 May
1950 she was placed out of enmmission in reserve, Less than
three months latter, on 3 August 1950, reactivation work was
started, and the ship was recommissioned 22 September 1950,
On 3 September 1951 the HAYNSWORTH departed Norfolk
for duty with the Sixth Fleet in the Mediterranean. The
Haynsworth returned home in February, 1952,

The HAYNSWORTH on 2 November 1933 accompanied by
ships of Destroyer Division 222, U.S.5. AULT, U.5.5. WEEKS,
1155 WALDRON, left the United States for a seven month
Wrald Cruise incloding a four month tour of duty in the Far
East. The {our menths in the Seventh Fleet was devoted 1o
hlackade work and Fleet Type Exercise,

On 6 April 1954 the HAYNSWORTH departed Sasebo,
Japan on the homeward bound leg of the World Cruise, cross-
ing the equator on 20 April 1954 south of Singapore, and re-
turning home in June, 1954, The World Cruize was seven
months in length and fourteen countries were visited.

Farly in March, 1956 the destrover division including the
HAYNSWORTH commenced and extended maintenance and
repair period in preparation for the present tour of duly as
part of the Sixth Fleet in the Mediterranean Sea, returning
25 September 1956.




Commander Joseph M. Parsons, USN, Commanding Officer
of the US55 JOHN W, WEEKS (DD.701) is 2 native of
Michigan having been born in Grand Rapids on 4 February
19210,

He attended local schools in Michigan and entered the
United States Naval Academy with a congressional appoint.
ment in 1938,

Upon graduation and commissioning in 1942, Commander
Parsons reported to the US5. ROE (DD418),  His tour of
duty there lasted until April of 1944 ot which time he was
ordered to Post Graduate School at the Naval Academy and
Cornell University” for Ordnance training,

Commander Parsons received his M5, in Enginecring from
Cornell in 1946. His next tour of duty was aboard the .55,
STRIBLING (DD-867) as Executive Officer, follewing by
duty aboard the US55, EPPERSON {DDE-T19) also as Execu.
tive (Hficer. Thiz was followed by assignment ta the Bureau
of Ordnance until January of 1954, at which time he wen
aboard the U.5.3, NEW JERSEY (BB-#2) as Operations (M-
ficer.

Commander Parsons assumed command of the U.5.5, JOHN
W. WEEKS (DD-701) on 19 September 1955

He is authorized to wear the following medale: Ameriesn
Defenze Zervice Medal: American Thesatre Campaign Medal;
Asiatic-Pacific Theatre Campaign Medal; European-African
Campaign Medal; World War Il Victory Medal; Oecupation
Medal: and National Service Defense Medal,

U.S.S. WEEKS DD-701

Built as a 2200-ton ALLEN M. SUMMER class destroyer,
May, 1944,

On 21 July 1944, the vessel was placed in full commis-
sion a: U355 JOHN W, WEEKS (DD-701) in & commis
tioning ceremony at the Brooklyn Navy Yard, New York

Throughom WW-II the WEEKS operated in the Pacific
theatre a= a unit of Task Group 38 and 58, She took part in
the landings on Iwo Jima and Okinawa, and participated in
many of the air strikes on the Japanese mainland.

On 30 December 1945 the WEEKS cleared the Japanese
aren, and alter & few briel stops steamed under the Colden
Gate Bridge into San Francisco Harbor on 20 Jamuary. On
2 Fehruary she got under way on orders to the Atlentic
Fleet, arriving at Norfolk, Va. on the 19th.

The ship departed from Norfolk in September, 1949 far a
tour of European duty, Upon returning from Europe the fol-
lowing spring, she was ordered to the “Mothball” fleet,

WEEKS was recommissioned in October, 1950,

She departed for Yokosuka, Japan on 3 November. She
remained four months in the Japanese-Korean areg during
which time che operated with Task Forve 77 off Korea, took
part in anti-submarine exercises in the Philippine Sea, and &

B

number of lessor  exercises and patrols.  The homeward
journey began en 5 April. :

Encoute home visits were made to Hong Kong, Singapare,
Colombe, and Aden, WEEKS also visited the Mediterranean
ports of Athens, Naples, Genoa, Nice, Barcelona and Gibralter,
She arrived in Norfolk on 4 June 1954,

During the winler and spring of 1956 WEEKS operated with
Anti-Submarine forces, Atlantie Fleet, participating in several
task group exercises. She alse made recreational visits to
Havana, Port Everglades and Jacksonville, Following a month
of preparation, she departed for Mediterranean duty the first
of May, 1936.

While with the Sixth Fleet the WEEKS operated as a part
of & fast carrier task force, her primary mission heing Anti-
Submarine Warfare. Liberly ports visited while in the Med
were Rhodes (an island belonging to Greece) ; lstanbul,
Turkey: Kiel, Germany: Naples, Italy; Palma, Mallorca (an
island belonging to Spain): and Gibralter (British Crown
Colonyl. During the four months tour the WEEKS spent 35
days in the Red Zea-Persian Gulf area. It was during this 33
days that President Nasser of Egypt nationalized the Sues
Canal.
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